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2. Abstract

This research focuses on the experiences of migrant women and men who return to the rural area after
long years of absence. With the development of the market economy since the last decade of the 20 th
Century, inland regions of China have sent a vast number of rural {)eople to work in urban areas. Under
the phenomenon of “Mingong Chao " (rural labor tide), many people went back and forth between urban
and rural areas for decades. However, in recent years, many rural migrants are excluded from the urban
labor market as they reached senior age. Therefore, there i8 an increasing tendency of a reverse flow of
returning migration of rural population headm%back to their home villages. This patlper' analyzes such
return migration of senior women and men. Although thely experience the pressure of aging and lack of
income, it is usually difficult to find suitable jobs in rural areas, especially for elderly men. This paper,
based on fieldwork in Hubei, shows that while senior women can earn steady income through temporary
Jﬁbsf m@fl tend to stay home. Yu discusses how this tendency affects the traditional gender relations within
the family.
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